
Malcolm Seibly Interview, 7/17/08 
Sterling Made With Organically Grown Grapes 

 
Questions 
 
Do-over, due to wrong Sterling name 
Question: Are you excited to be working on this project? 
Wrong answer: “I'm very excited to be winemaker for the new Sterling Vineyard’s organically 
grown grapes, wines.  I've worked with uh organically farmed grapes in the past uh, for many 
years and I find that the grape quality from organically grown vineyards is excellent, it's very, 
very high quality uh, those have always gone into uh, regular conventional blends before in my 
experience.  But now that we can separate these organically grown grapes often into their own 
wines and uh, just make 100 percent organically grown grapes is just very, very exciting for me 
as a winemaker.” 
 
Right answer: roughly the same thing, but substitute with Sterling Made With Organically 
Grown Grapes 
 
This was the only answer in which Malcolm stated the brand incorrectly. 

 
Question: What specific pesticide solutions have you devised? 
 
Question: What is your position on the use of sulfites? 
 
Question: Yes, Sterling is made with organically-grown grapes. Would you say we also practice 
sustainable activities? What are they? 
 
Question: Do we practice any biodynamic activities? What are they? 
 
Question: What are some of the winemaking techniques you use in the cellar? How do they 
differ from what you’ve done with grapes not organically grown? 
 
Question: What did we have to do to meet guidelines for organic certification of our storage? 
 
Question: Tell us a bit about the shippers. 
 
Question: What does the bottling plant have to do to meet guidelines for organic certification? 
 
Questions already asked in last interview 
Personal thoughts regarding organic farming? 
[In this answer, he mentions importance due to concerns over global warming, carbon footprint, 
new wave of farmers close to the ground] 
 
Talk about challenges. 
[lack of normal arsenal of weapons to battle pests, must be more vigilant, must nurture soil, 
encourage beneficial insects, maintain cover crops] 
 
How does timing come into play? 



[important in grape growing, need to do things now, stay ahead of the curve; sudden need for 
composting, more irrigation, release lady bugs, etc.] 
 
How is Mendocino County conducive to farming? 
[Mendocino under-appreciated; tremendous number of microclimates, capability for growth of 
numerous grape varieties, moderate Mediterranean climate producing wonderful grapes; mindset 
of differentiating this area w/the rest of the grape-growing world] 
 
Is climate conducive to organic farming? 
[very Mediterranean, mild – not too hot, nights cold all year long – good for high-quality, high 
acidity] 
 
Tie that now to the vineyards you're working with, regarding sourcing. Talk about why that’s 
such a good match.  Tie Mendocino County into your answer, too. 
[gives the taste profile of each varietal resulting from Mendocino area and compares to non-
Mendocino.] 
 
What's your goal? 
[excited to craft wines in a style suiting Mendocino region; category on the move, cutting edge; 
we’re all interested in being environmentally-friendly; proud to be a part of this movement] 


