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FOR PEOPLE SECTION: 
 
Why Organics Are Important 
01:30:45 [00:34:58] 
Well, I’ve farmed both ways for y- you know, conventionally and 
organically. Uh to me, that the organics um are so much safer and it just 
makes sense to do it that way, especially with uh the regulations the way 
they are, and just, you know, the sensitivity to the environment. [stop 
here] And we all live in this place together and uh just to keep it as safe 
as possible for everybody that’s involved in it and everybody else around 
us, and uh bring a product to the winery that we feel good about. 
 
01:38:09 [00:42:22] 
Well, I think with the organics, uh you’re not having the residue from the 
pesticides that are on-on the grape. And I think those could probably uh, 
you know, have some adverse flavors to the wine. Uh maybe not, but 
that’s kind of my feeling of it. And then also, the synthetic fertilizers, 
you’re pulling up synthetic fertilizers into the – into the fruit instead of, 
you know, natural fertilization. Um so, those are other things that I think 
that could uh possibly uh change the characteristic a little bit in-in the 
flavors. So, uh I think, for me, those are good-good ways to farm, you 
know. 
 
Growing for Sterling 
01:39:47 [00:44:01] 
Well, uh not only that it’s organic and that it’s Sterling, I think it’s – for 
me – it’s-it’s just making a connection for another uh place in the 
market, you know. There is, uh some need for organic grapes, but I’ve 
had some varieties that I was selling that were just going into a regular 
conventional program. And so, this is very solid, that – knowing that the 
grapes are going into an organic program, not just getting mixed in with 
the run-of-the-mill, conventional grapes. 
 
01:43:05 [00:46:40] 
I think it’s gonna grow. I think the-the organic is just, you know, they’re 
just scratching it, you know. It’s pretty strong up here in Mendocino 
County, ‘cause this is one of the first areas that it started in, uh I think, 
in California. [stop here] But um it seems like it’s being spread and 
people are getting more conscientious about the products th-they’re 
buying, not only for wine, but food, in general. 
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Sustainable Practices 
01:35:51 [00:40:30] 
Right. Well, like you were saying, you know, that’s all there was back in 
the days, you know, in the ‘20s, ‘30s and ‘40s, before these synthetic 
pesticides and fertilizers were available. So, the old fellows have a lot of 
knowledge. And it was real basic and simple, you know; there’s very few 
materials; basically, all they had was dusting sulfur and uh copper to 
use as your fungicides; and then, they did grow some cover crops. [start 
here:] I was talking to quite a few old gentlemen where they used to plant 
uh fava beans and bell beans and vetch and-and those for cultivation 
back into the soils as green manures. So, that part is uh quite unique uh 
in itself, you know. I’m sharing their knowledge of what-what they did 
back in the day when there wasn’t those materials available. 
 
Conclusion 
01:43:35 [00:47:10] 
Um I just – I just think that uh it’s nice to see that the interest in 
organics are happening and that, you know, it is our-our responsibility 
as human beings that uh to save the, you know, the rest for the next 
generation and show them – it’s up to us to show them, you know, a 
better way, because if we keep doing things the way we-we’ve been doing 
it in the past, there may not be such a pretty place to be in years to 
come. But, to make it strong and th- uh pass on a good message to 
them. 


